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Quaker Warned $5,000,000
Collection Go to. Metropolitan
Museum Provisions of

Lawyer's, Be Fulfilled

A

HIERONYMUS BOSCH', MOCKING CHRIST.

City That
Will

Unless Fam-

ous Wjll

FIVE million dollar art prize caro for them. He saw that tho offl
coveted by overy collector of c'as were far more Interested In pol- -

pamtmgs in tno world may
become part of tho famous exhibition
at tho Metropolitan Museum of Art
through tho failure of Philadelphia to
meet the simple but specific terms for
the disposal of his 1,300 masterpieces
made by the late John G. Johnson.
Mr. Johnson died In April, 1917, at the
renlth of his famo as the ablest lawyer
ef America.

. Up to the very day of his death
Mr. Johnson's advice was sought on
all sorts of Intricate legal problems
ty great railroads, powder trusts, poli-
ticians and heuds of vast industries.
Many of them never took an impor-
tant step until he had declared it legal.
Tet for two years and more the city
of Philadelphia, tho Art Jury, Mr.
Johnson's former law partners and
the executors of his will have been
puzzling over that document and try-
ing to find a way to get a "new In-
terpretation" of some of Its provisions
under which it will be possible virtu-
ally to Ignore a codicil written only
two months before his death.

Before Mr. Johnson died it used to
be said that the litigant who went into
court with the great lawyer's opinion
in his f.wr had his case half won, so
great was the respect of most Judges
for his keen knowledge of the' law.
Ana mat this respect still Uvea has
been indicated within tho last fow
weeks by the action of an officer of
ihe Orphans Court in warning the
city that something tangible must be
done to show good faith. Herein, ac-
cording to thoso opposing what they
tall a movement to break the Johnson
will, lies the chance that the paintings
may go eventually to New York.

Hundred of flare Pnlntinir.
Every art lover is familiar with tho

Jtory of the Johnson collection. Apart
from the fact that it contains hundreds
ef rare and expensive paintings by tho
greatest of 'old masters, the
gallery is tremendously valu-
able because, according to tho ex-
perts, it covers every known school
ind period since men first learned to
transmit to canvas with oils and nlc--
pwnts their impressions of beauty and
prandeur. For purposes of taxation

collection has been appraised at
14.445,802.90. One famous collector has
declared that if sold piecemeal It would
bring at least $7,000,000. Intact It is
beyond price for the reason that" if
Cestroyed tho collection never could
oe duplicated.

Mr. Johnson spent thirty years irath- -
erlng these paintings. They represent
pniy tno best of what he crathered.
Although he gained a wide knowledgo
m art and took every precaution to
protect himself, he knew that clever
windlers would get tho best of tim
t times. So whenever he discovered

"fake" in tho collection he either
burned It with his own hands or sent
It for what It was worth to somo small
public collection. Jabelled "attribution
purlous." If it was a good cxamplo

of the work of a particular period,
even though not-th- o work of the mas-
ter whose namo had been forged to it,
hi kept It until ho could replace it
with the genuine.

The lawyer drew up tho main part of
will in 1912. According to the

fwnmary made public at his death
by his law partners, "tho will gives the
house at 510 South Broad street and
nil pictures and works of art to tho
city of Philadelphia to bo maintained
us a public museum, provided tho city
Accepts within six months and enters
Into an agreement with tho executors
to provide for tho care and mainte-
nance of tho collection." Intho orig-
inal document it was specified by Mr.
Johnson and "if tho city of Phlla.
Sflphia takes the collection, and if
tlere be no't a proper building In ex-
istence for exhibiting tho same, then
J direct that such a building bo erected
upon some central site In the city of
Philadelphia, or at some proper and
Accessible point In Falrmount Park."

likewise was provided that if tho
aty of Philadelphia failed to meet all
Ihe terms laid down tho collection was
X) go to the Metropolitan Museum of
Ji d New York city.

Politics Before Art.
Tn the flvo years between 1912 and

1S17 Mr. Johnson had ampin oppor-
tunity to observo what Philadelphia

aa doing to provide an art eallery.
It Is true that tho terms ofTiIs will'to unknown. But It was an open
Mcret that Mr. Johnson Intended to
ware his paintings to tho city If the
taflWpallty demonstrate it could

itics than In art. Succeeding admin-
istrations squabbled over "tho spoils
that would accruo to opposing politi-
cal contractors from tho construction
of tho projected museum, with the
result that nothing was accomplished
but talk.

So on February 12, 1917, Mr. John- -
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son drew up a codicil to his will con
taining specific and emphatic Instruc-
tions for tho care of his collection
after his death. In this ho made
numerous physical provisions that
hav;o not been met by tho city of
Philadelphia. Harrison a. Morris,
former president of tho Pennsylvania
Academy of tho Fine Arts and a dl
rector of the Newport Museum, asserts
that these are Just as vital as the re-

quirement for an agreement or con
tract, which, ho says, la the only de
mand of tho will met so far by Phil
adelphla. Because of the city's failure
In other respects, ho asserts, i'the
Metropolitan Museum could obtain
this collection, in my opinion, if It
would reach out after it." The same
view Is taken by Prof. Pasqualo
Farina, an artist and restorer ot paint
lngs who had charge of tho Johnson
collection during tho lawyer's life, and
by other art experts in Philadelphia.

Tho provisions relating to the gift of
tho pictures, taken from tno codicil,
are as follows:

"I deviso to the city of Philadelphia,
if it accepts the bequest to it In my
will and enters Into tho specified con-

tract, concerning my art objects and
my houso and lot. ino. oii souin
Broad street, with all the appurto
nances, all the contents, saving money.
securities and objects of personal use
nnd ornaments. All objects of house
hold u'so and adornment shall go with
the houso. I wish It to bo maintained
as a museum a puonc museum io
stand pretty much as It will bo at my
decease.

In Perpetuity.
"I direct that it shall bo forever

kept up and maintained oa such mu
seum in which my art objects shall be
exhibited.

"This dovlse will savo the need of
the city contributing to building an art
gallery unless tho houso shall bo so
Intured or destroyed as to reaulro re
pairing or rebuilding. In such event
tho city's contract shall obllgo It, If
thero be enough art objects left to
mako It worth while, to rostoro or to
rebuild on the samo site. So far as
tho original directions about a build-
ing In my will shall bo reasonably ap-
plicable they shall be followed.

"Tho art objects shall not bo re
moved for permanent exhibition to any
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situation shall arise making it exceed-
ingly injudicious.

"It will bo necessary to mako somo
regulations fbr such admission of tho
public 03 will properly protect the
property. I d'rect that from tlmo to
tlmo such regulations may bo madp by
the majority of a body to consist of
persons, viz.: The then president of
the Academy of Flno Arts, tho presi-
dent of the Pcnniylvanli Company for
Insurances on Lives and Grnntlntr An
nuities, tho Dres'dent of PhlladnlnhLi

other place, unless soma Councils (of select and common. If
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New York in Line for the Johnson Art Treasures
Relegated by Philadelphia to Storehouse Obscurity
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extraordinary

there shall bo two bodies) and of the
president of tho Pennsylvania Musoum.

"It will bo necessary to devoto a
considerable annual sum to the up-
keep, heating, lighting and caro of
the museum, tho placing 'n charge of
a curator, the keeping a competent
staff of work people and cartetakers,
tho proper restoration and caro and
repair of pictures, frames and other
objects.

"Tho curator shall bo selected by the
trustees, who shall only mako tho
selection after thorough Investigation.

di da
and

I wish no Jobbery in this section. As
I hnvo sa d, thero must bo proper
lighting and hcatln; tho furnishings
must be kept in good condition; care-
takers, guards, watchmen, cleaners.
Ac, must bo provided. Intelligent
restoration musl bo made. Frames
must bo kept In order. Cradling from
tlmo to tlmo must bo done."

It was nearly a year after this docu-
ment was mado public before any
dcflnlto action was taken by the city.
Within tho six months period stipu-
lated tho necessary contract was
drawn up and signed, but nothing was
done with tho collection. It will be
noted that tho Art Jury
is not onco the codicil,
and tho samo Is truo of tho mnln
body of tiio will. Yet it was tho presi-
dent of tho art Jury that finally re-
moved tho collection from the South
Broad street house nnd placed it in
a storage warehouse, whero it ha?
been ever since. are-- fa
miliar with tho unconscious irony of an
advertisement by tho company owning
this worehnuso which informed tho
putllo that tho place houses tho
famous Johnson collection. Tho point
Is now raised that it Is utterly Im-
possible to comply with all the terms
of the will whlio tho paintings aro in
storage.

Thl3 collection Is supposed to be
publicly owned. It might be expected.
thereforo, that ho disposition would
bo made of it without notification to
tho public. But tho first announcmont
that It had been placed In storage was
mado only somo months
later, when a petition was filed be-

fore the Orphans' Court for a new
of the wilL Then 't was

explained that tho Johnson home la u
flretrap and . utterly unsultcd for a
musoum. Tho court was asked to
mako an order permitting the execu-
tors and others named as caretakers
In the will to sell tho Broad street
dwelling and to houso the collection
in a "Templo of Art" to bo constructed
on the Parkway, a boulevard connect-
ing tho city Willi Falrmount Park.

After several hearings tho court
M. Hampton Todd ns

master to conduct further hearings
on tho necessity and advisability of
thla proceduro and to repbrt back
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tlon tho Income from taxes will all their to them as
not pay current and fixed do oil. It Is because
charges, as It nnd as Is spe- - not see In ancient
cifically under the char-- 1 qualities most
ter that becomes effective on January presume to Judge.
Two Increases have been mado A little moro than a quarter &

tax rate in tho last four An- - century ago the rooms of tho Acca-oth- er

must mafe for next Bella Artl, whero tho priml-Th- o

city needs milluns to complete tlves tho had
nnbwfty and elevated lines to it j shelter but not much besides,
is on which avoided by students' and
started, for other public 'overs of and the great collections
ments. It is to tho art mu-- 1 f Italian, German, Spanish and

to a hugo public library art In the Louvre were
a hall. Just now nobody frequented. lmost alono Giotto,-know- s

how It will raise the for and Botticelli wero
all projects. familiar to collectors and tho

The templo of art will cost admired moro for their "quaint-anoth- er

million dolhrs. course- - j Now the persons
money . for all to knowledgo hnvo added to this

be obtained list of
it is evident that tho ut- - Bernardo Daddl, Giovanni do Milano, i

most expedition It will flvo years Andrea Glusto, Nerl di Blcci, Fran- - j

or moro tho main gallery csco Pessallino. Bonozzo Gozzoll, t... . ... . . r r i . . n nnn.l. Tn irnn 'compieieu, anu prooauiy longer uclore ""'j""ua uuoi-u- , uuu wu iji-n- , , n
tho Johnson building be Dlrl Bfitfs his son, Carlo CrI- - ' M

the In the Mcmlinc, Gaudenzlo Lerrnrl,
pnrt tho plan is to sell j "er0 -- osimo mu omers.

tho old house. Thero Is therefore no
left exhibit the col-

lection. tho art and
authorities Intend that It ro- -

j main In storage.
I Officials of the Metropolitan Museum

quoted ns saying that the Johnson
rnllwtlnn hnlnnfa In PliltnHnlrthlo nwl few
It expected that they start rom
n flrht in t if Rm th nvt Metropolitan

l!ves sho nroit is that than two atnrt if ln Pi.iio.iMnhi.. ,....i.i
"lnn "l "I tho Tth

to tho In Now York " " '

J.i.i. to thereii... , ti. .i ...u inn tuuit miti i a iwjvli iu uiu i usuu ujr
hearings wi'ro last spring, In n Quaker Oltj storage

They were a ago. houso will start a flgVit of their
In tho meantime tlwre been nil own prove exceedingly

of speculation attorneys ' to Metropolitan officials,
ns to tho outcome. It has Such an Is under consid-bee- n

said tho tho If It Is It will
codicil "Tho art objects shall Jiot bo that the terms of
removed for permanent exhibition to Johnson have not been
any other placo jn
dinary situation arise making! In tho meantlmo
It exceedingly Injudicious" Is Todd havo resulted In little prog-plct- o.

According to lawyers, It is rcsg. one recent hearing tho
to add keep them ter an solicitor

If tho is to mako sense. As thn nt Phiinrtoinhin
It they say it is a pro(juco fl'nrno of its
ovcrsigni ny air. jonn-- i n nnu uiui i fnlth , ncceptln(r tho Johnson

the antlthcscls of collectlon. suggested that this
meaning. jquij take tho form of aDnroDria- -

ono the proposed tlon, or dedication of a Tho
on Farkway would be a solicitor, It clear
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Keeping priceless In
may the rest of America

as a proceduro. But It Is
nothing new In Philadelphia. Somo
years ago an to
clear tho fako paintings from Inde-
pendence Hall. a wranglo

wero from tho
nnd three out four

hundred ' tho collection wero marked
for rej'
art jur
In tho b ment of Congress Hall, the

building of the Independence
Hall group. until

exposed the fact that
many of them had been damaged
by then twenty nave

i

been restored rehung but
aro still storage, now in

upper floor of building. They
have 'been off tho walls during tho

of .America's participation In
tho world Theso paintings aro

American con-

stitute tho most collection of
Its kind in country.

Another containing examples
of tho work of
as as many early' late Eu- -

American masterpieces is
of the Pennsylvania Academy of

tho Fine Most of them
exhibit, stored tho

cellar exhibitions of
colors new paintings. Until

the vnluablo WIlBtach collec-
tion in Memorial Falrmount

closed for two
pending restoration re-

arrangement. the collection
was reopened
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of
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Anmrlcn' Tmtc for Art.
In this country tho tasto for the

painters of tho fourteenth and fif-

teenth centuries, preceding the great
ago of Michael Angelo, Raphael and
Andrea del has been fostered
a collectors but It is not yet wide

roaa- - th,c, email of
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will bo an opportunity for n growth of
knowledge with' corresponding

of enjoyment.
No collection of this kind surpasses

tho Johnson except that In the Louvre,
Tho Philadelphia lawyer acquired n.

tasto for primitives almost as ?ii
as ho began buying nnd toward Jls
latter years ho bought no other kirfd4
of picture. His groups nro remark-
ably full and tho care that hs
took to mako tho attributions as per-

fect as possiblo 1ms added distinctly
to the value of them, Including the
npocryphaL '

As much 1r written about
art as about religion. Whistler, Indeed,

precedence for nrt. That a
plcturo may be beautiful "in spite of

Is an art canon that most
persons rpfiifo to accept: thnt tho ar-

tists who nnlnted In tho fourteenth
century did so on their knees but for-

got to learn how to draw Is another
statement of tho cognoscenti that the
vuisrnr refuso to accopt ns n
Leaving out tho eccentric painters ot

It Is, perhaps, a to say
that at least one-ha- lf of art
Is science a rigid science of form and
perspective.

Is nccuntcy of delineation of naturo'5
forms and tho human form necessary
to art? Thn old tlmo treatises all said
it was. Tho student of primitives

Under ho admitted I tnMt nwerso this dictum teforo ho

started

In-

crease

nonsense

can understand them.
It may him to do so by remem-

bering that thero Is hardly ono person
In n. hundred able to tell tho true pro-

portion of things and to gauge tho
anatomy of a figure. Tho untrained
eyo barely notea tho commonest ob-

ject; it soes Just enough of tho char-
acteristics of things to Identify them.
So much for form. How about color?
Does tho untralnod eyo really know
what the color of tho sky-- is as tho sun
jsets behind thn PaJIsado.s? Or can It
reo what complex hues float on thft

ti by n commlttco of tho'l nurfaco of tho Hudson River as It

western
they stayed

public

chargo

extreme

claimed

nature"

dictum.

canity
modern

help

(lows beneath? Of coun.o It dor 3 no?,
and Its owner, if ho bo wise, admits
his humiliation.

But for one wise thero nro thousand.-- :

of foolish, and they go on criticising
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